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Site visit to Wembley and Wealdstone town centres – 15 June 2017 

On Thursday 15 June 2017 Members of the London Assembly’s Regeneration Committee took part in 

a site visit to Wembley and Wealdstone town centres. The visit was attended by Committee 

Members Navin Shah AM (Chair), Shaun Bailey AM (Deputy Chair) and Nicky Gavron AM.  

The site visit was organised in preparation for the committee’s first meeting of the year to take place 

on 11 July. The meeting focuses on ‘good growth’ and the regeneration of town centres across 

London. The purpose of the visit was to discuss the regeneration of Wembley and Wealdstone and 

to evaluate the impact of Mayoral programmes (and other initiatives) on both town centres, with 

the aim of understanding how the GLA and local authorities have worked together and what further 

challenges remain. 

Wembley (Brent) 

The visit started in the new Brent Civic Centre with a discussion with representatives from Brent 

Council about regeneration taking place in Wembley and surroundings, with the following 

attendees: 

• Cllr Muhammed Butt, Leader of Brent Council

• Carolyn Downs, Chief Executive

• Cllr Shama Tatler, Lead Cabinet Member for Regeneration, Growth, Employment and Skills

• Amar Dave, Strategic Director for Regeneration and Environment

• Aktar Choudhury, Operational Director for Regeneration

London Assembly Regeneration Committee members Navin Shah, Shaun Bailey and Nicky Gavron with Cllrs 

Muhammed Butt and Shama Tatler 
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The discussion was followed by a tour of Wembley High Street conducted by Cllr Tatler and Aktar 

Choudhury to see at first hand the changes that have been made and the works in progress. During 

the tour, members discussed: 

 The opportunity to intensify housing in the high street, for example using infills and 
improving service roads 

 The need to rationalise retail in what is currently an elongated high street, to keep the high 
street clean and tidy and to take the most of the business opportunities offered by the 
arrival of the night tube 

 The importance of building on the diversity of the offer, capitalising on some quality shops 
that keep on attracting customers from the borough and further, and the positive impact of 
the Council’s digital strategy to raise the profile of local businesses that had no online 
presence until recently 

 The need to make sure that policies complement each other, as shown in the case of the 
redevelopment of Chesterfield House, and to find a common agenda that works for all 
partners involved, as shown in the case of the redevelopment of the square next to 
Alperton Station and Alperton Community School 

 

Wealdstone (Harrow) 
 

 
Navin Shah with Cllr Keith Ferry and Tobias Goevert 

 

The tour was led by Tobias Goevert and the discussion focused on various issues: 

 The regeneration of Wealdstone town centre as a significant opportunity for London, 12 

minutes away from Euston Station, which will be rejuvenated by the construction of the new 

council Civic Centre and the redevelopment of Holy Trinity Square 

 The use of meanwhile spaces and their legacy 

 The emphasis on culture and creativity, as shown with the redevelopment of the Winsor 

and Newton factory and the creation of 16 affordable artists’ studios 

 

 

Contact 
Julien Danero Iglesias 

Assistant Scrutiny Manager 

In the afternoon, Navin Shah went to Wealdstone in 

Harrow to meet and discuss regeneration projects in 

Wealdstone with the following Harrow Council 

representatives:   

 Cllr Keith Ferry 

 Tobias Goevert, Head of Regeneration and 

Design, Mark Billington, Head of Economic 

Development, Enterprise and Research 

 Shehzad Ahmed, Economic Development 

Officer 

 

The conversation started with a first discussion of 

the meaning of ‘good growth’ with Mark Billington, 

before embarking on a tour of regeneration sites in 

Wealdstone.  

regenerationcommittee@london.gov.uk 

020 7983 4000 

@LondonAssembly 

www.london.gov.uk/assembly  
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